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also...it would make numerous changes on the appointment 
process, changing that from a council to a mayor portion, and 
you can debate that, whether or not that's good or bad.
I...it's whether or not you believe in the mayor being more 
actively involved in the system or not. My belief is that we 
have to look institutionally and find the best approach in 
dealing with these appointments and, the way we allow for 
appointments in the city, it's predominantly through the mayoral 
system. And, in addition, as I said, the city council is 
directly involved in how this money should be spent, so you may 
have a proposal that never sees the light of day because of 
these individuals that are appointed. I'm a firm believer that 
elected officials should be the ones making the ultimate
decisions and, with that in mind, the committee made changes to 
provide that the board does not have the complete
decision-making authority but, rather, we brought the elected
officials in to a greater degree, but not to an extent that I
felt was adequate. Now if a board makes a denial on a 
particular grant, there is no other recourse. They can't bring 
that up before the city council and say, we feel that this is an 
excellent grant. Even if the city council and the mayor is in 
agreement, if it's not proposed the council cannot bring it 
before us...bring it before themselves to consider. I feel that 
this is not a good way to be having legislation enacted and, for 
that reason, I'm going to be opposing the bill. Now there's 
also a second issue that I think raises the issue of whether or 
not, in a letter that was sent out by the Legal Department from 
the city of Omaha from Jo Cavel, there's language that provides 
under subsection (7) of the bill that the approval... that to 
approve the acceptance by the city of any state or federal grant 
or loan for enterprise zone, and it's their interpretation that 
this should be broadly interpreted that it was...the language 
itself was not good language in the fact that it provides that 
the enterprise zone would have the authority to reject all 
grants or make a decision on all grants that come from the 
federal government because of the language in the legislation. 
I felt that this language probably should have been tightened 
up. It's one of those bills, as we just saw with the bill that 
just was enacted, probably should have been taken care of on 
Select File. It was not. The only other option really is to 
stop the legislation and not to enact this piece of legislation. 
I'm going to leave the motion up on...up before the body and
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